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Childhood obesity has increased by over 100 percent 
in 30 years.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Obesity Prevalence. Available: http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/Dnpa/obesity/childhood/prevalence.htm
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Obesity rates for children of color are at least one-
third greater than those for white children.

Data from NHANES 2003-2006.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Obesity Prevalence. Available: http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/Dnpa/obesity/childhood/prevalence.htm
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Unhealthy food 
environment.



Transportation infrastructure hostile 
to walking and cycling



Lack of access to places for physical 
activity 



Recreation facilities go unused



Opening school recreation facilities to 
public can be a partial solution to this 
problem



Ways to gain access to School site 
recreational facilities 

Informal agreements with the principal or 
school district to leave the gates open
Joint Use Agreements with Schools 
Committing to Joint Use in the Open 
Space Elements of General Plans



Creating Political Momentum for Joint 
Use 

Know the political climate in which you 
are operating 
Get to know the school administrators 
and their needs
Engage community residents, youth and 
other key stakeholders in a dialogue 
about access to places for physical 
activity – have them share their 
priorities 
Share health data



Schools are partners that have their own 
needs 



Model agreement 1: opening the gates 
for community access

This is happening all over the state (eg. Palo Alto, Santa Maria, Clovis, 
Vallejo)  



Model agreement 2: Other civic agencies 
gaining access to school indoor or outdoor 
facilities

eg. Daly City, 
Fresno, Los 
Gatos, Moraga,



Model agreement 3: YMCAs or Boys and 
Girls clubs gaining access to indoor and 
outdoor school facilities for activities.

eg. San Diego, Burlingame, Garden Grove, La Quinta, 
San Diego (proposed), San Jose (proposed), Santa 



Model agreement 4: reciprocal access 
to partner properties

eg. San Carlos, 
West  Sacramento, 
San Ramon



Be aware of MOLO and deal with it in 
the agreement

Maintenance
Operations
Liability 
Ownership 





Potential Sources of funds for Joint 
Use projects 

Federal and State Grants and Allocations
Development–Driven Funding Sources
Fee-based Revenues
Renewable, Dedicated Revenue Sources 
such as Special Taxes, Assessments, 
Impact fees
Redevelopment tax increment financing



(510) 302-3380

info@healthyplanning.org

healthyplanning.org


