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What are SB* 12 & SB 965? 
San Diego and Imperial Regional Nutrition Network 

• SB12 (Chapter 235, Statutes of 2005) 
o Signed into State law at the 2005 Governor's Obesity Summit.  
o Strengthens the food standards in SB19 (Chapter 913, Statutes of 2001) 

and expands mandated compliance to all California public schools K-
12.   

o Provides a detailed list of snack or à la carte item standards          
(Example: nuts are excluded from the fat requirements).  

o All food standards must be implemented in K-12 schools by July 1, 
2007.  

o For more detailed information, go to 
http://www.publichealthadvocacy.org/legislation/SB12BillSummary.pd
f 

o SB 12 specific codes 
 Education Code Section (EC) 49430 (definitions for added 

sweetener, entree, snack, and others) 
 EC 49431 (requirements for foods sold outside the reimbursable 

meal program for elementary schools) 
 EC 49431.2 (requirements for foods sold outside the 

reimbursable meal program for middle and high schools) 
o To find out if a food item meets the requirements of SB 12, go to 

http://www.californiaprojectlean.org/calculator/ or 
http://www.nojunkfood.org/vendors/healthy_snack_list.html 

• SB 965 (Chapter 237, Statutes of  2005) 
o Passed in 2005, commencing July 1, 2007, no less than 50 percent of all 

beverages sold to a pupil from one-half hour before the start of the 
school day until one-half hour after the end of the school day at high 
schools shall be: 

 Fruit-based drinks that are composed of no less than 50 percent 
fruit juice and have no added sweetener. 

 Vegetable-based drinks that are composed of no less than 50 
percent vegetable juice and have no added sweetener. 

 Drinking water with no added sweetener. 
 Two-percent-fat milk, one-percent-fat milk, nonfat milk, soy milk, 

rice milk, and other similar nondairy milk. 
 An electrolyte replacement beverage that contains no more 

than 42 grams of added sweetener per 20-ounce serving. 
o Starting July 1, 2009, all beverages sold to students from one-half hour 

before the start of the school day until one-half hour after the end of 
the school day at high schools shall be from the above listed. 

o For more detailed information, go to 
http://www.publichealthadvocacy.org/PDFs/SB965Summary.pdf  

o SB 965 specific code 
 EC 49431.5 (requirements for beverages for elementary, middle 

and high schools)   

* SB indicates Senate Bill 


